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front yard, or they could seek out respondents who are physically attractive or who look like they would be easy to 
interview. Realistically, researchers can set quotas for only a small fraction of the characteristics relevant to a study, so 
a quota sample is really not much better than an availability sample (although following careful, consistent procedures 
for selecting cases within the quota limits always helps).

This last point leads to another limitation of quota sampling: You must know the characteristics of the entire pop-
ulation to set the right quotas. In most cases, researchers know what the population looks like in terms of no more than 
a few of the characteristics relevant to their concerns, and in some cases, they have no such information on the entire 
population. Does quota sampling remind you of stratified sampling? It’s easy to understand why because they both 
select sample members partly on the basis of one or more key characteristics. The key difference is quota sampling’s 
lack of random selection.

Purposive or Judgment Sampling

In purposive sampling, each sample element is selected for a purpose, usually because of the unique position of the 
sample elements. It is sometimes referred to as judgment sampling, because the researcher uses his or her own judg-
ment about whom to select into the sample rather than drawing sample elements randomly. Purposive sampling may 
involve studying the entire population of some limited group (members of a street gang) or a subset of a population 
(juvenile parolees). A purposive sample may also be a key informant survey, which targets individuals who are particu-
larly knowledgeable about the issues under investigation.

Rubin and Rubin (1995, p. 66) suggest three guidelines for selecting informants when designing any purposive 
sampling strategy. Informants should be

•	 �knowledgeable about the cultural arena or situation or experience being 
studied,

•	 willing to talk, and

•	 representative of the range of points of view.

Exhibit 5.6 Quota Sampling

Population
50% male, 50% female
70% white, 30% black

Quota Sample
50% male, 50% female

Representative of gender distribution
in population, not representative of

race distribution.

Purposive sampling  A nonprobability 
sampling method in which elements are 
selected for a purpose, usually because of 
their unique position; sometimes referred to as 
judgment sampling


